Flight For Freedom

| believe that friends are quiet angels
who lift usto our feet when our wings
have trouble remembering how to fly.

- Anonymous
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“From the midst of this madness, who will find love?
From the depth of this sadness, who will rise above?”







“In those days, we finally chose to walk like giants and hold the world in arms grown strong with love
and there may be many things we forget in the days to come, but this will not be one of them.”

Brian Andreas, Awakening



In the aftermath of the horrifying events of September 11,
President George W. Bush told a shell-shocked nation,
“Freedom now depends on us.”

New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani issued a plea for
people to come to his wounded city and show their
support, to boost the morale of its grief-stricken citizens
and bolster an economy left dazed by the devastating
blow it had been struck.

Nearly one thousand impassioned Oregonians and
Southwest Washingtonians responded—men, women and
children of all ages and from all walks of life. With courage
in the face of fear and hearts filled with compassion, they
boarded planes for New York City and delivered a mighty
“transcontinental hug” that became known round the world
as “Flight For Freedom.”

This is their story.




Everyone loves a parade! Freedom Fliers from Oregon marching in
New York City’s Columbus Day Parade October 8, 2001.

It started out as asimple idea. Loen Dozono, wife Y ork and the nation’s economy, the Freedom

of Azumano President and CEO Sho Dozono,
wondered what would happen if they could get a
group of Oregonians to show their “pioneer
spirit” by flying back to New Y ork to lend
economic and emotional support in the aftermath
of September 11. Well, the rest (asthey say) is
history. With the help of Azumano Travel, the
“group” Sho and Loen had envisioned turned into
a contingent of almost 1,000 Oregonians and
Southwest Washington residents who became
know nationwide and abroad as “Flight For
Freedom.”

For their efforts, in bringing comfort to those
who suffered great losses and in supporting New
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Fliers were officially recognized by President
Bush, Transportation Secretary Mineta,
Governors Pataki and Kitzhaber, Mayors Katz
and Giuliani, and many others. Their mission
garnered worldwide publicity and earned Sho,
Loen and the proud staff of Azumano Travel the
prestigious American Express “ Great Performers’
award.

More importantly, however, it gave usall a
spirit of strength and unity that has come to
define us asanation full of compassionate and
caring citizens with grit enough to meet any

challenge.
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Your efforts to contribute to New York’s economy and assist with relief
efforts represent the generous and caring spirit of America. You also show
the world that the strength of our Nation is not only in our economy or in
our buildings. America’s strength lies in her people.

- President George W. Bush in a letter to Freedom Fliers on October 5, 2001




Sho Dozono, chair of the Portland
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and
owner of Azumano Travel/American
Express, summoned a handful of Oregon
business and civic leaders to help put chair, portiand owner, AZ
into motion his wife’s idea of mobilizing of Co
ordinary citizens to fly back to New York
and help get America moving again. The
organizers had hoped for 250
participants, but when they told the rest
of the community about their plan,
enthusiasm snowballed. Before anyone
knew it, nearly 1000 people from around
Oregon and Southwest Washington had
signed up to participate in Flight For
Freedom. In fact, organizers were
eventually forced to close the reservation
books and turn their focus toward
finalizing the weekend'’s events.




Gerry Frank
Author of Where To Find It,
Buy It, Eat It in New York

Elisa Dozono
port of portland



This incredible feat of organization and civic passion could not
have been possible without the tremendous support and
generosity of American Express, the Waldorf Astoria, United
Airlines, Delta Air Lines and a whole host of companies in the
Portland metropolitan area and elsewhere in throughout the
state of Oregon. Flight For Freedom also owes a large debt of
gratitude to Portland’s Mayor Vera Katz and to Oregon’s civic
and government leaders show here, as well as to Portland
attorney Nick Fish, who served as New York protocol liaison.
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Loen Dozono

Since the first public announcement
that a Flight For Freedom effort was
underway, phones started ringing off
the hook. Aided by volunteers from
the community, a pumped-up staff at
Azumano Travel tirelessly responded
to an overwhelming number of phone
calls and emails. At a feverish pace,
they worked well into the nights in
order to process the multitude of
reservations. With the help of the
agency’s webmaster who donated
endless hours of her time, they
developed a special web site that
served as an up-to-the-minute source
of news and information. Visitors to
the site had a chance to record their
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thoughts and feelings, and to track
the story of Flight For Freedom from
beginning to end. The site received
well over 30,000 hits just in the early

going!

Terry Bracy

Lynne Porter
Tammie Offia

Jessica Brow

Cathy Rudd
Kathy Donikowski hristine Manning




