On Sunday evening, October 7,
some 500 Freedom Fliers were
treated to a gourmet Chinese dinner
at Chinatown’s Harmony Palace
Restaurant. The dinner was hosted
by Congressman David Wu of
Oregon sponsored by Intel Corp.,
Nike, Inc., Columbia Sportswear,
and Evergreen International Airlines.
Upon their arrival in Chinatown, the
Freedom Fliers were enthusiastically
welcomed by a vibrant band and
delightfully entertained by a colorful
lion dance.




Emphasizing that Oregonians are
leading the charge to reinvigorate
the economy, Rep. Darlene
Hooley and State Treasurer
Randall Edwards got Wall Street
off to a rousing start as they rang
the opening bell on Monday
morning, October 8. “The
messages that | want to take
back to New York are that
Oregon still has confidence in the
market and that we will continue
to use the market to prudently
manage Oregon’s resources,”
said Edwards. “We use the
market to sell about $1.5 billion in
bonds every year that go to fund
school and road projects, and a
host of other critical economic
development projects. All of
these projects help Oregon’s
economy by providing needed
family-wage jobs and revitalizing
local communities.”




Flight For Freedom garnered global
publicity and captured the hearts of
citizens world-wide. There was
intense media interest, both
national and international, with
coverage abroad in Japan, Brazil
and Great Britain. All of the major
television and radio stations in
Portland assigned reporters to the
Flight For Freedom story, along with
several major newspapers,
including, The New York Times and
USA Today. Mayor Katz made a
number of guest appearances
including one on “Live With Regis
and Kelly.” Several hundred
Freedom Fliers rose before dawn
one morning and assembled in
Times Square to show their spirit for
ABC'’s “Good Morning America”
viewing audience, and Azumano’s
Rick Love took advantage of an up-
close and personal photo op with
the show’s co-host, Diane Sawyer.
Freedom Fliers were also featured
on CBS’ “The Early Show.”
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A wounded New York opened its
arms to the Freedom Fliers during
an emotional and patriotic
Columbus Day Parade on Monday,
October 8. Despite anxiety about
America’s new war on terrorism
launched with a bombing attack in
Afghanistan the day before,
hundreds of Oregonians, led by
Portland Mayor Vera Katz, donned
their “Oregon Loves NY” tee shirts
and marched along Fifth Avenue to
the cheers of New Yorkers ten
deep. Onlookers Susan and Peter
Mollo reported: “One of the
marchers ran over to me, threw her
arms around me and held me. She
then gave me her Oregon Loves
NY tee shirt - literally the shirt off
her back! | also received a card
from a ‘Caring Family in Oregon.’
On behalf of NY, I cannot thank
you all enough for your love and
support. | look forward to meeting
you when my husband and | visit
Portland.”




On Monday evening, October 8,
American Express was the host
sponsor of an “All-Oregon” reception,
complete with hot dogs and pretzels,
for Freedom Fliers and their friends,
relatives and business associates in
the New York area. Lead actors from
the Broadway musicals, Les
Misérables and Phantom of the Opera,
performed for the group, and New York
Governor George Pataki made a
surprise appearance to thank the
Freedom Fliers for their support.
American Express Vice Chairman
Jonathan Linen presented Sho Dozono
and Azumano Travel with the
American Express Great Performers
Award in recognition of “unparalleled
customer service.”




